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JAZZ RECORDINGS 


The following list, compiled for CU by 
an expert in the field, includes important 
productions of the leading jazz record 
companies during the past year: 


Asch: Has produced an album of songs 
by Leadbelly (Huddy Ledbetter); an 
album of Jazz Variations; re-issues, 
including Fletcher Henderson and 
James P. Johnson; an album featuring 
Mary Lou Williams and a small band. 
Musically good, mechanically fair. 
Outstanding record; James P. John- 
son, “Impression” (12-inch). 

Blue Note Records: (767 Lexington 
Ave. NYC). See notes in text on 
quality of performances. Musically ex- 
cellent, mechanically good. Outstand- 
ing records: Edmond Hall’s Blue Note 
Jazz Men, “High Society” (BN 28), 
and “Royal Garden” (BN 29); Ed- 
mond Hall All-Star Quintet, “Blue In- 
terval” (BN 31); James P. Johnson 
Piano Solos, “Back Water Blues” (BN 
25), and “Arkansaw Blues” (BN 27); 
Joshua White Trio, “Careless Love” 
(BN 23). 

Brunswick: Carry on their last year’s 
policy of re-issuing jazz classics. Musi- 
cally good, mechanically good. Only 
current album is “Ellingtonia” (No. 
2). Older ones which may still be 
available include Jimmy Noone’s Apex 
Club Orchestra (Album _ B-1006); 
Benny Goodman and his Boys, “Chi- 
cago Jazz Classics” (Album B-1007); 
“Riverboat. Jazz Album,” with King 
Oliver, Albert Wynn and others (AI- 
-bum B-1010). 





STATUS OF CU’S CASE 
AGAINST POST OFFICE 


Following the recent decision of 
the U. S. Court of Appeals which 
found that the Post Office could 
not legally ban the mailing of 
CU’s “Report on Contraceptive 
Materials,” the Postmaster Gen- 
eral asked the Appeals Court to 
review its decision. The Appeals 
Court has now refused to do this. 

The Postmaster General has not 
yet made known whether he will 
take the case to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Under the law, he has 
three months from the date of the 
Appeals Court decision in which 
to do this. If the Post Office does 
not appeal within the three-month 
period, it must remove the ban on 





the mailing of the report. 








306 « Christmas Gift Issue 


Capitol: A comparative newcomer in the 


recording field. Has issued some good 
records in popular and “swing,” but 
nothing in true jazz. 


Climax (Distributed by Blue Note): 


Some New Orleans recordings by 
George Lewis and His New Orleans 
Stompers. Musically good, mechani- 
cally fair. 


Columbia: Has failed to continue the 


splendid series of re-issues started a 
couple of years ago, which included 
Armstrong, Bix and Bessie Smith. 
Promises re-issues in near future. 


Commodore: See notes in text. Musi- 


cally excellent, mechanically good. 
Outstanding records: “Basin Street 
Blues,” with Kaminsky, Russell and 
Sid Catlett (C 1513); Ammons 
Rhythm Kings, “Bottom Blues” (C 
1516); Wild Davison and _ Band, 
“Panama” (C 1511); Edmond Hall 
Sextet, “Uptown Cafe Blues” (C 
1512); Billie Holiday and Orchestra, 
“T’'ll Be Seeing You” (C 553); George 
Brunis and Band, “Ugly Child” (C 
546). 


Decca: Has also stopped its fine series 


of re-issues, notable among them, the 
“Gems of Jazz.” Also promises good 
things to come. 


Jazz Information (distributed by Com- 


modore): Continues a series of on-the- 
spot recordings by the legendary Bunk 
Johnson of New Orleans, with George 
Lewis and Albert Warner. Musically 
good, mechanically fair. Outstanding 
record: “Sobbin’ Blues” (JI 16). 


Jazz Record: (236 W. 10th St., NYC). 


Piano solos by Art Hodes, and band 
recordings with George Brunis and 
Rod Cless. Musically good, mechani- 
cally good. Outstanding record: “At 
the Jazz Band Ball” (JR 1003). 


Keynote: For the first time, tried the 


strictly jazz idiom, with some record- 
ings by George Hartman and a good, 
old-fashioned dixieland band. Josh 
White's album, “Southern Exposure,” 
may also still be available. Musically 
good, mechanically good. 


Session (125 N. Wells, Chicago): Some 


Jelly Roll Morton re-issues, and some 
originals featuring Art Hodes (piano) 
and Mezz Mezzrow (clarinet). Musi- 
cally excellent, mechanically good. 


S-D Records (104 E. Bellevue, Chi- 


cago): Piano solos by Tut Soper. Mu- 
sically excellent, mechanically good. 


Signature (601 W. 26th St. NYC): 


Mainly re-issues, but good ones. In- 
cludes old and formerly unavailable re- 
cordings by King Oliver, Ma Rainey, 
Jess Stacy and others. Musically good, 
mechanically good. Outstanding rec- 
ords: King Oliver, “Riverside Blues” 
(S 905); Jess Stacy, “Breeze” (S 901). 


Victor: No new production, and has dis- 


continued its fine re-issue albums. The 
one outstanding issue has been an al- 
bum of piano music, featuring Fats 
Waller, Jelly Roll Morton, Earl Hines 
and Duke Ellington. Musically excel- 
lent, mechanically good. 
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